Guidance for Participants Regarding the Use of Social Media and Photographs
Information for all children, young people and adults at Youth Art Café
 
Please talk together about what is good practice and responsible behaviour with social media, photos and email. You may visit the thinkuknow.co.uk website for more detailed advice. 
These guidelines are in place to ensure that each participant feels safe and comfortable whilst attending Youth Art Café. Anyone who has a concern can talk to a leader, Rev Geoff Hays (Safeguarding Officer for Burry Port Methodist Church) 01554 780599 / geoffreyhays1@gmail.com  or contact Ellen Harris (SW Wales Methodist Safeguarding Officer) Ellenlh@me.com 

 No participants under 13 should be accessing social networking sites and apps, whilst at Youth Art Café and those above this age should prioritise the opportunity to engage in person with the other people and the activities at Youth Art Café.  We only meet together once a month for one and half hours.
 Children/ young people should only take or share photos or videos with the consent of the person/people you are taking the photo or video of. Always ask permission. Leaders may only take non-identifying photos/ videos (Eg hands doing an activity at the table) in order to share the work of Youth Art Café, unless signed permission for photos/ videos has been given by the parent/ carer and the child/ young person has given their permission. No identifying photos of children and young people at Youth Art Café (except where the leader is the parent or sibling of the young person) may be stored on a leader’s personal devices. Neither should any identifying photos or videos taken of children or young people at Youth Art Café be shared anywhere other than the Youth Art Café group to which all parents / carers and leaders have access.  
 Photos taken during Youth Art Café should only be taken upstairs, in the company of other leaders, children and young people– never in toilets, downstairs or anywhere out of sight of other Youth Art Café participants and leaders.
 Some sessions may contain sensitive conversations. During these sessions, please do not take photos, audio or video recordings. Of course, discretion should still be used in other sessions. We want to make sure nobody is ever made to feel vulnerable or uncomfortable.
 No child or young person should attempt to connect personally with a Youth Art Café leader (volunteer or minister), on any social media site or app, unless that leader is their parent or sibling. If a participant attempts to do this, the adult leader must decline the request.
 Report any improper contact (Eg if an adult leader, who is not your parent or sibling, contacts you personally on any social media, group or app), any contact with another participant that you are uncomfortable with and any cyberbullying (definition below) involving other participants, whether the contact is made at Youth Art Café or not. Report to a Youth Art Café leader or to Rev Geoff Hays or Mrs Ellen Harris (their contacts above), as soon as possible (straight away if the unwanted contact happens at Youth Art Café). We have zero tolerance to cyberbullying and inappropriate contact.
 If anything inappropriate happens online involving another Youth Art Café participant or leader, whilst you are not at Youth Art Café, please tell your parent/ carer or another appropriate adult, as soon as you can.  Remember – trusting others and having that trust betrayed is nothing for you to be embarrassed about. Even if you are embarrassed, please always report and get help.
Cyberbullying : The use of modern communication technologies to embarrass, humiliate, threaten or intimidate an individual, in the attempt to gain power and control over them.
[bookmark: _Hlk205553954]Please read and discuss the attached Guidance for Participants Regarding the Use of Social Media and Photographs, then complete and sign both the declarations below (one to be completed by the parent/ guardian, the other by the child/ young person). Please keep your copy of the Guidance but return the completed slip to Sian or Deacon Kathy at Youth Art Café. Thank you

Parent/ Guardian:  
[bookmark: _Hlk205554330]I have read the Guidance for Participants Regarding the Use of Social Media and Photographs  and discussed it with my child. I will encourage my child to follow this guidance at Youth Art Café

[bookmark: _Hlk205554450]Signed…………………………………Name:…………………………………. Date……………………….

Child/ Young Person:
I have read and discussed the Guidance for Participants Regarding the Use of Social Media and Photographs and I agree to follow this guidance whilst at Youth Art Café

Signed…………………………………Name:…………………………………. Date……………………….
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